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Tomato Update 
Mexico The 2020 Mexican tomato season is coming to 

a close. Baja California, Central California and the 
Southeastern U.S. will be the primary fresh tomato 
supply point as we move into the month of June then 
launch into July/August/September. Increasing hot 
weather on Mexico is accelerating the decline in volume. 
Markets are in the mid to high teens for the best quality. 
  

California A second California tomato shipper began 

harvest this week and two more will commence next 
week. By month’s end we should have 5-6 new tomato 
shippers in new crop tomato harvest. Markets are in the 
high teens. 
 

Southeastern U.S. South Carolina and Georgia are 

harvesting new crop/new area tomatoes. Markets are in 
the low to mid-twenties for the best quality. 
 

Outlook With ideal weather, we should see ample 

supplies and moderate pricing as we move into the 
middle and end of June. Keep an eye out for tropical and 
hurricane weather in the South east. 
 
 
 

Weather Outlook 
Mexico Cristobal made landfall in Mexico on Wednesday 

morning and is expected to move north through the Gulf of 
Mexico Thursday and Friday. Damaging and deadly flooding has 
already impacted parts of Mexico and Central America with some 
areas receiving up to 35 inches of rain. If Cristobal moves towards 
the U.S. Gulf Coast, forecasters predict there will be a risk of 
storm surge, heavy rainfall and strong winds this weekend from 
Texas to the Florida panhandle.  
 

California We are starting to see some relief from the recent 

hot temperatures in Salinas. Temperatures will return to normal 
levels for the next 7-10 days ranging between 65-75 degrees on 
the coast and 10 degrees warmer in the southern valley.  
 

Florida Widespread moderate to heavy showers across the 

region into next week. Observing a tropical storm likely to impact 
the region going into the weekend.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Peppers 
Colored Bells Mexico’s volume, quality, and color 

selection has been extremely limited over the past several 
weeks as growers transition from Spring to Summer crops. 
New crops will start in a small way by the end of this week 
with more substantial volume available in the next two 
weeks. Look for slightly better numbers next week on 
mostly larger fruit.  
 

Green Bells Western supply has become more 

challenging. The California desert crops have been impacted 
by extreme heat and passed their peak with reduced volume 
and heat-related quality concerns. With Mexico no longer in 
production, supplies will be limited until Bakersfield gets up 
and running in 7-10 days. Pricing has inched up this week 
and remain elevated. 
   

Cucumbers 
Mexico Production in mainland Mexico is going strong. 

However, we are starting to see shrivel which is caused by 
the high temperatures in the growing region. Mexico will 
continue to ship through Nogales going into June. A fourth 
grower has started out of Baja as we transition over for the 
summer. So far quality is good and will make a full transition 
to Baja cucumbers over the next 3 weeks.  
 

Citrus 
Oranges We have finished our Navel season in Redlands 

and the next crop will be Fall 2020. Production has started 
on new Valencia crop out of California  
 

Lemons Demand has increased as warmer temperatures 

are setting in. The onset of additional foodservice business 
will take more fruit out of the mix. Prices are rising as we are 
starting to hit packing capacity.  
 

Grapefruit Harvest has started on our new California 

crop out of Redlands. The market is limited due to lack of 
harvest crews and unprecedented demand.  
 

Lettuce 
Iceberg Lettuce Supplies remain below budget. 

Acreage is expected to be lighter industry-wide starting this 
week. Temperatures reached over 100° last week, followed 
by cooler weather and rain. Some varieties of iceberg have 
grown quickly causing large, misshapen and ribbed heads as 
well as sun scald and growth crack. The primary issue being 
reported is that growers are watering too heavily in order to 
avoid dehydration. The added moisture has caused a large 
outbreak of mildew in most lots. The market continues to be 
active due to lighter supplies. Expect the market to remain 
steady to higher going into the weekend.  
 

Green Leaf Production volumes are at or above budget. 

Blocks currently being harvested are very nice, with good 
texture size and weight. Demand has picked up though 
market prices remain at promotable levels.   
 

Romaine Lettuce Production supplies are above 

budget. Current demand is utilizing approximately 70% of 
budgeted volume. Current blocks are exhibiting good color, 
texture, and uniform sizing. Expect some marginal fringe 
burn and internal burn issues at the field level due to recent 
high temperatures. Demand has advanced and market 
pricing are starting to firm but remain at promotable levels. 
  

Avocados 
Mexico Supplies remain steady as harvest continues into 

the month of June with good promotable volume available. 
  

California Supplies out of California remain steady with 

good volume and excellent quality.  
 

Onions 
California/Mexico The onion market has firmed as 

the Northwest is finishing for the season and overall 
demand has increased. California and New Mexico will 
continue to ramp up with additional volume in the coming 
weeks and replace the supply out of the Northwest.  Texas 
has transitioned into the northern regions, while Mexican 
onions are now crossing through Nogales. Foodservice 
demand continues to increase back to where it was prior to 
the shutdowns, and the USDA Box Program is generating 
high demand on all onions as well. We anticipate with each 
passing week there will be improvement in market 
conditions as demand continues to improve. High 
temperatures in California are forcing growers to move 
product at a faster pace. Freight remains a challenge and we 
expect this to continue through June. Truck capacity seems 
to be more plentiful loading out of New Mexico.  
 


