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Tomato Update 
Mexico Supplies remain limited on large sized round vine ripe 

tomatoes. Quoting $44.95- $46.95 for best quality delivered.   
❖ Best quality Roma Tomatoes: $20.95-$22.95 Delivered  
❖ Roma Tomatoes with heavy color, off grades, small sizes:  

$18.95-$19.95 Delivered.  
 

Florida Shippers are running a large amount of 2nd and 3rd 

pickings which is producing an abundance of smaller sized round 
tomatoes that are in the mid to high $20.00 range. Large sized 
round tomatoes are holding firm in the high $30’s-low $40 range.  
 

Outlook Many sources believe the tomato deal will be in 

better supplies with a declining market. Until “Supplies Improve” 
we will be looking at the same scenario as we are right now. 
Another unknown is how much extended crop reduction we’ll be 
seeing from the effects of the rains in November and December. 
The new Suspension Agreement enforcement standards will 
begin in March and this too is uncharted territory for how much 
this might reduce usual tomato supplies coming into the U.S.  
 

Weather Outlook 
California A low-pressure system moves into California with 

moderate rainfall and cooler temperature through the week. A 
cold front will arrive early next week with a slight chance of rain 
followed by dry conditions and seasonal temperatures into late 
January. This system will brush the desert regions with a slight 
chance of showers as morning frost conditions continue going 
into the weekend.  
 

Mexico Mostly seasonal temperatures continue across Mexico 

with slightly cooler temperatures to the North.  
 

Florida High pressure brings warm and humid temperatures 

to Florida into the weekend. A few isolated showers possible 
Sunday in front of the next system expected mid-week.  
 

 

Lettuce 
Iceberg Lettuce Cold weather in the growing 

regions continues along with daily ice delays. The frigid 
temperatures are causing lightweights, bottom rot, 
misshapen heads, and mildew. Demand exceeds supplies 
industry wide and will continue for the remainder of this 
week. Escalated pricing has taken effect on all value-
added items. Temperatures will remain in the low to 
mid-thirties and no rain is forecasted for the entire week. 
Weights are varying industry wide, ranging between 30-
38 pounds on liner product.   
 

Leaf Lettuce Cool weather in the growing regions 

has slowed production on romaine and all leaf items. 
Although romaine is stronger in the marketplace, there 
is more availability in comparison to other leaf items. 
Demand remains weak due to previous issues with this 
commodity. Low temperatures will continue to cause ice 
delays for all shippers. Common defects being reported 
on romaine include mildew, tip burn, blister, epidermal 
peel and slow growth. These issues will follow with green 
and red leaf as well. Weights on romaine are averaging 
between 27-34 pounds depending on supplier. Green 
and red leaf lettuce is 16-22 pounds. Expect the market 
to continue gaining strength throughout the week.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avocados 
California Harvest volumes are currently estimated at 

365 million pounds for this season. This is almost double 
compared to last year’s total harvest. Ideally, an avocado 
tree should produce a similar crop each year, but avocado 
trees tend to adopt an alternate bearing cycle over a two-
year duration that results in a large crop of fruit one year, 
and a small crop the following year. This year growers are 
seeing a solid amount of fruit in the groves. With the 
Mexican market on the rise, suppliers are aggressively 
pushing growers to start production in California sooner 
than anticipated. There is no actual start date to the season 
but expect to see fruit in the pipeline by mid- February.  
 

Mexico The industry came out of the holidays leaner than 

anticipated. Inventories have dwindled as there is limited 
opportunity for spot buys. It will take some time to get these 
inventories back to pre-holiday levels. Transportation has 
also been a challenge. Trucks have been extremely limited 
but seem to be getting back on track. Market pricing has 
increased by nearly 20% over the past week and will likely 
continue increasing with the upcoming Super Bowl pulls. 
Mexican growers are harvesting but not able to keep pace 
to cover U.S. demand. There is plenty of volume on trees 
and will see an increase on production moving forward.  

 

Onions  
Northwest The market remains active on yellow and 

white onions due to increased demand. Red onion markets 
are slightly higher but continue to show good supply. 
Storage onions are available in Idaho, Oregon, Washington, 
Utah, and Colorado. Issues of translucency have been 
appearing in some lots which typically arises during the 
middle of the storage season. This is a natural process of the 
onion converting internal sugars and starting the process of 
internal re-growth. This issue will begin to clear up as we hit 
the tail end of the storage season in March and April. Air 
circulation is highly recommended as we reach the 
downward slide on the Northwest storage onion season.  
 
 
  

Citrus 
Lemons California production is going strong out of 

Coachella and the Imperial/Central Valley. We continue to 
have optimal growing conditions which is producing 
exceptional quality and steady volumes.  
 

Limes With harvest crews back to normal packing 

schedules, supplies are expected to improve weekly for the 
remainder of January. Current markets have started to come 
off and overall quality has been solid.  
 

Squash 
Eastern Supply Supplies are extremely tight out of 

Homestead and Immokalee Florida. Cooler temperatures two 
weeks ago initiated the decrease in production, and now as 
the temperatures are rising, the region has experienced 
sustained winds that are keeping the plants from pollinating 
adequately. Production has been minimal over the last two 
weeks and supplies from Mexico have slowed tremendously 
compounding the situation. Quality remains good despite the 
wind, but a few scarring issues are expected.  
 

Western Supply Supplies are expected to remain 

extremely tight on yellow and Italian squash for the next 
couple of weeks. Supplies have decreased significantly due to 
the three cycles of heavy rain that passed through the Sonora 
and Sinaloa growing districts November 15th and 25th, then 
again on January 1st.  Quality on all squash is fair at best. The 
soft squash market is currently high and expected to remain 
elevated through January.  
 

Bell Peppers 
Red/Yellow Bells Crossings through Nogales have 

been hit or miss over the holiday season and New Year, but 
we should start to see improvements on volume and quality 
as additional growers start breaking into their new crops. 
Expect upward pressure on volume over the next 7-10 days.  
 

Green Bells Supplies out of Mexico are limited due to 

rain, holiday schedules and a decline in open field harvests. 
Shade house growers have been slow to come on, but 
additional fruit will start showing up in Nogales this week.  

 
 


